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times styled, an useless assembly, but the last resort of
liberty, and the chief support of the constitution.

The present design of those, who have thus dared to
trample upon our privileges, appears to be nothing less
than that of reducing the senates of Britain to the same
abject slavery with those of France ; to show the people
that we are to be considered only as their agents, to raise
the supplies which they shall be pleased, under whatever
pretences, to demand, and to register such determinations
as they shall condescend to lay before us.

This invasion of our rights, my lords, is too flagrant to be
borne, though were the measures which we are thus tyran-
nically required to support, really conducive in themselves
to the interest of Britain, which, indeed, might reasonably
have been expected; for what head can be imagined so
ill formed for politicks as not to know, that the first acts of
arbitrary power ought to be in themselves popular, that
the advantage of the effect may be a balance to the means
by which it is produced.

But these wonderful politicians, my lords, have heaped
one blunder upon another; they have disgusted the nation
both by the means and the end; and have insulted the se-
nate with no other view than that of plundering the people.
They have ventured, without the consent of the senate, to
pursue measures, of which it is obvious that they were
only kept secret because they easily foresaw that they
would not be approved.

For that the hire of mercenaries from Hanover, my
lords, would have been rejected with general indignation;
that the proposal would have produced hisses rather than
censures; and that the arguments which have been hitherto
used to support it, would, if personal regards did not make
them of some importance, produce laughter oftener than
replies, cannot surely be doubted.

It has been said in vindication of this wise scheme, that
no other troops could be obtained but those of Hanover;
an assertion which I hope I may be allowed to examine,
because it is yet a bare assertion without argument, and
against probability; since it is generally known, how wil-